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Remarks on the Cot.tece centinued. 


pening Si quid Novifli rectius iflis, 


Candidus imperti : fi non, his utere mecum. Hor. 


HAT a College may be a Bleffing or a Curfe to the Community, according to 
its Con‘titution and Government, I think appears fufficiently evident from my 
former Papers. That incorporating it by an Act of Afiembly, will be the beit 

Means of fecuring the firft, and avoiding the laft, is in my Opinion, equally clear and 
inconteftible. On a Subje&t of fuch general Importance ; a Subject that concerns our 
Liberty and our Privileges, civil and religious ; a Subject that will affect the Profperity 
of our Country, and particularly involves in it, the Happinefs and Mifery of our 
Poftcrity, it would have been unpardonable in a Writer, whofe Services are entirely 
devoted to the Public, to have pafled it over in Silence, or handled it with Indifference 
and Langour. No, it deferves my moft deliberate Attention, and fervent Adtivity ; and 
calls for the Afiiftance of every Man who loves Liberty and the Province. Fully fenfible 
of its unfpeakable Importance, I fhall now proceed to point out thofe Things which in 
my Judgment, are neceflary to be inferted in the incorporating A&, for the Advancement 
of the true Intereft of the College, and rendering it really ufeful to the Province. Such 
Things as wil] effectually prevent its being prejudicial to the Public, and guard us againtt 
all the Mitchiefs we fo juttly apprehend, fhould it ever unhappily fall into the Hands of a 
Party. 


First : That all the Truftees be nominated, appointed, and incorporated by the Act, 
and that whenever an Avoidance among them fhall happen, the fame be reported by the 
Corporation to the next Seffions of Aflembly, and fuch Vacancy fupplied by Legiflative 
A&. That they hold their Offices only at the good Pleafure of the Governor, Council 
and Genera! Affembly : : And that no Perfon of any Proteftant Denomination be, on 
Account of his religious Perfuafion, difqualified for fuftaining any Office in the College. 


In Confequence of this Article we fhall have the higheit Security, that none will be 
dignified with that important and honourable Office, but fuch as are really qualified for 
executing it, agreeable to the true Defign of its Inftitution. Should either Branch, or 
any two Branches of the Legiflature, propofe and elect a Candidate obnoxious to the 
Third, the Negative of the latter is fufficient to prevent his Admiffion. The three 
Branches concurring in every Election, noParty can be difobliged, and when we confider 


the Characters of the Electors, all Pofibility of Bribery and Corruption, feems to be 
intirely excluded. 
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§4 The InperenpEnT Rerfiecror. 


SeconpLy: That the Prefident of the College be elected and deprived by a Majority 
of the Truftees, and all the Inferior Officers by a Majority of the Truftees with the 
Prefident ; and that the Election and Deprivation of the Prefident, be always reported 
by the Truftees, to the next Seffion of Aflembly, and be abfolutely void, unleis the Acts 
of the Truftees in this Matter, be then confirmed by the Legiflature. 


By this Means the Prefident, who will have the fupreme Superintendency of the 
Education of our Youth, will be kept in a continual and ultimate Dependence upon the 
Public ; and the Wifdom of the Province being his only Support, he will have a much 
greater Security, in the upright Difcharge of his Duty, than if he depended folely on 
the Truftees, who are likely to ouft him of his Office and Livelihood thro’ Caprice or 
Corruption. That Station being therefore more ftable, will at the fame Time be more 
valuable ; and for this Reafon we have the ftronger Hopes of filling the Prefident’s 
Chair, with a Man of Worth and Erudition, upon whofe good Qualifications and 
Conduét, the Succefs and Improvement of the Students, will eminently depend. 


Tuirpiy : That a Majority of the Prefident and Truftees, have Power to make 
By-Laws not repugnant to the A&t of Incorporation, and the Law of the Land : That 
all fuch By-Laws be reported to the Houfe of Repreientatives at their next fucceeding 
Seffion, in hac Verba, under the Seal of the College, and the Hands of the Prefident and 
five Truftees ; and that if they are not reported, or being reported are not confirmed, 
they fhall be abfolutely void. 


Hence it is eafy to conceive, that as on the one Hand there will be a great Security 
againft the arbitrary and illegal Rule of the Prefident and Truftees ; fo on the other, the 
immediate Governors of the College will have all proper Authority to make fuch falutary 
Rules as fhall be neceflary to advance the Progrefs of Literature, and fupport a Decorum 
and Police in the Academy,---as well as maintain the Dignity and Weight which the 
Superiors of it ought undoubtedly to be enabled to preferve over their Pupils. 


Fourtuty : That the Aé& of Incorporation contain as many Rules and Dire<tions 
for the Government of the College as can be forefeen to be neceflary. 


As all eur Danger will arife from the Mif-Rule of the Prefident and Truftees ; fo all 
our Safety confifts in the Guardianfhip of the Legiflature. Befides, the Advantage 
herefore, of being by this Article fecured from arbitrary Domination in the College ; 
the BufinefS of the Truftees and Prefident will be lefs, and they with their Subordinates, 
more at Leifure to concert the Advancement of the College. 


Tue Firrn Article I propofe is, that no religious Profeffion in particular be eflablifhed 
in the College ; but that both Officers and Scholars be at perfect Liberty to attend any 
Proteftant Church at their Pleafure refpectively : And that the Corporation be ab(olutely 
inhibited the making of any By-Laws relating to Religion, except fuch as compel them 
to attend Divine Service at fome Church or other, every Sabbath, as they fhall be able, 
left fo invaluable a Liberty. be abufed and made a Cloak for Licenciou/ne/i. 


To this moft important Head, I fhould think proper to fubjoin, 


SixtHty : That the whole College be every Morning and Evening convened to 
attend public Prayers, to be performed by the Prefident, or in his Abfence, by either of 
the Fellows ; and that fuch Forms be perfcribed and adhered to as all Proteftants ca» 


freely join in. 
Besipes 














The InpEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 85 
jority Besives the Fitnefs and indifputable Duty of fupporting the Worfhip of God in the 
1 the College ; obliging the Students to attend it twice every Day, will have a {trong Tendency 
orted to preferve a due Decorum, Good Manners and Vertue amongit them, without which the 
Acta Collece will fink into ProfanefS and Difrepute. They will be thereby forced from the 

Bed of Sloth, and being brought before their Superiors, may be kept from Scenes of 
f the Wickednefs and Debauchery, which they might otherwife run into, as hereby their 
~~ Abfence from the College will be better detected. 
much Wirth Refpect to the Prayers, tho’ I confefs there are excellent Forms compoted to 
ly on our Hands, it would rather conduce to the Intereft of our Academy, if, inftead of thofe, 
ce OF new Ones were collected, which might eafily be done from a Variety of approved 
more Books of Devotion among al! Sects ; and perhaps it may be thought better to frame 
Jent’s them as near as pofiible in the Language of Scripture. “The general Forms need be but 
; and few. Occafienal Parts may be made to be inferted when neceflary ; as in Cafes of 
Sicknefs, Death, &c. in the College, or under general Calamities, as War, Peftilence, 
perk Drought, Floods, &c. and the like as to Thankfgivings. Many of the Forms of Prayer 
That contained in the Englith Liturgy, are in themfelves unexceptionably good ; but as 
oda eftablifhing and impofing the Ufe of thofe, or of any other Proteftant Communion, 
. ad would be a difcriminating Badge, it is liable to Objections, and will oe a general 
ia Diffatisfattion. As the Introduction of them, therefore, will prejudice the College, it is 
: 2 fuffcient Reafon againft it. It will be a Matter of no fmall Difficulty to bring the 
greateit Part of the Province, to the Approbation of praying at any Time by Forms ; but 
curity fince they are in this Cafe abfolutely expedient, our Affection for the Profperity of this 
r, the important Undertaking, fhould incline us, while we give fome Offence in one Article, 
lutary to remove it by a Compenfation in another of lefs Confequence to the College. 
aa SEVENTHLY : That Divinity be no Part of the public Exereifes of the College, I 


mean, that it be not taught as a Science: That the Corporation be inhibited from 
electing a Divinity Profetfor ; and that the Degrees to be conferred, be only in the Arts, 
lions Phyfic, and the Civil Law. 


Yourn at a College, as I have remarked in a former Paper, are incapable of making 


fo all a judicious Choice in this Matter ; for this Reafon the Office of a theological Profeflor 
ntage will be ufelefs : Befides, Principles obtruded upon their tender Minds, by the Authority 
lege ; of a Profeflor’s Chair, may be dangerous. But a main Reafon in fupport of this Claufe, 
nates, is the Difguft which will neceffarily be given to all Parties that differ in their Profeffions 


from that of the Doctor. The Candidate for the Miniftry will hereby in his Divinity 
Studies, whenever he is fit for them, be left to the Choice and Direétion of his Parents 


lifhed or Guardians. Befides, as moft of the Students will be defigned for other Imployments 
| any in Life, the Time {pent in the Study of Diviniy, may be thought ufelefs and unneceflary, 
lutely and therefore give Umbrage to many. Nor will their whole Courfe of Time at the 
them 


College, be more than fufficient for accomplifhing themfelves in the Arts and Sciences, 
able, whether they are defigned for the Pulpit, or any other learned Profeffien. And it may 
juftly be doubted, whether a Youth of good Parts, who has made any particular 
Proficiency in the Elements, or general Branches of Knowlege (his Inftru¢tion in which 


a is the true and proper Bufinefs of a collegiate Education) would not be able to qualify 


iad himfelf for the Pulpit, by a Study of the Scriptures, and the beft Divinity Books in the 
Colleze Library, as well without as with the Aid of a Profeffor ; efpecially if it be 
ts Cait 
enacted, 


IDES EIGHTHLY: 
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EiGuruzy : That the Officers and Collegians have an unreftrained-Accefs to gi} 
Books in the Library, and that free Converfation upon polemical and controverted Points 
in. Divinity, be not difcountenanced ; whilit all public Difputations upon the various 
Tencts of different Proteflions of Proteftants, be abfolutely forbidden. 


Nintuiy : That the Truftees, Prefident, and all inferior Officers, not only take 
and fubferibe the Oaths and Declaration appointed by Statute, but be alfo bound by 
folemn Oath, in their refpective Stations; to fulfil their refpective Truits, and preferve 
inviolate. the Rights of the Scholars, according to the fundamental Rules contained in 
the AG. And that an Aton at Law be given and well fecured to every inferior Officer 
and Student, to be brought by himfelf, or his Guardian, or prochein Amy, according to his 
Age, for every Injury aga.nft his legal Right fo to be eftablithed. 


Anp in as much as artful Intrigues may hereafter be contrived to the Prejudice of the 
College, and a Junto be inleagued to deftroy its free Conftitution, it may perhaps be 
thought highly expedient, that the Act contain a Claufe 


TentHiy: That all future Laws, contrary to the Liberty and Fundamentals of this 
AG, fhall be conftrued to be abfolutely void, unlefs it refers to the Part thus to be 
altered, and expefsly repeals it ; and that no Act relating to the College, fhall hereafter 
pafs the Houfe of Reprefentatives, but with the Confent of the Majority of the whole 
Houle ; I mean all the Members of Affembly in the Province. 


Nor would it be amifs to prefcribe, 


ELeveNTHLY : That as all Contefts among the inferior Officers of the College, 
fhould be finally determined by the Majority of the Members of the Corporation, fo 
the latter fhould be determined in all their Difputes, by a Committee of the whole 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, or the major Part of them. 


Tuese are the Articles which in my Opinion, fhould be incorporated in the A& 
‘for the Eftablifhment of the College ; and without which we have the higheft Reafon to 
think, the Advantages it will produce, will at beft fall fhort of the Expence it will create, 
and perhaps prove a perpetual Spring .of public Mifery.---4 Cage, as the Scripture 
{peaks, of every unclean Bird.---The Nurfery of Bigotry and Superftition.---An Engine 
of Perfecution, Slavery and Opprefiion,---A Fountain whofe putrid and infectious Streams 
wi!] overflow the Land, and poifon all our Enjoyments. Far be it from me to imagine I 
have pointed out every Thing requifite to the Prefervation of Liberty, and the Promotion 
of the Intereft of the College; I only fuggeft fuch Heads as occur. Beyond all doubt 
my Scheme is ftill imperfect. Should our Legiflature themfelves enter upon this 
momentous Affair, the Example of a Britifh Houfe of Commons, in Matters of great 
Importance, might be worthy their Imitation. I mean, that the Bill be printed and 
publifhed feveral Months before it pafles the Houfe. The Advantage I wauld propofe 
from this Step is, that while it only exifts as a Bill, the Objections againtt it would be 
offered with Freedom, becaufe they may be made with Impunity. The general Senfe 
of the People will be the better known, and the A@t accommodated to the Judgment 


and Efteem of all Parties in the Province. A 
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